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parents5 failures in their lives.  The child has to play a prearranged
roley thereby losing vitality, spontaneity, and originality.
3.  The child as a savage: If the child is considered as an adult's
mirror image, he necessarily appears as a savage with his untamed
emotions, his mental absurdities, and his social maladjustments. Xo
mutual understanding can develop if the child's structural needs are
neglected, ridiculed, or suppressed.   The child becomes a stranger
in adult society, thus growing into isolation, introversion, or rebel-
lion.
4.  The child as an idol: If the child is considered as the perfect
"idea" of an adult, if an idol is made out of the child's supposed in-
nocence and purity, he is pushed into a world of unreality.   Over-
protection and adoration deprive the child of his energies. Inhibit
the crystallization of the self, which emerges from the dynamics of
struggle.   The integration into adult society is delayed;  the child
becomes helpless and dependent.
The right of individuality is not granted to the child if lie is
considered from adult standards. The adult puts demands upon
the child, but the child is not allowed to put demands upon the
adult. He has not to demand but to receive.
But if the child is allowed a structure of his own, if he is a mem-
ber of his own culture, the relationship between child and adult
changes completely. Like a native of a mysterious civilization, the
child has treasures of Ms own culture, worthy of exploration. The
child is not only a receiver but also a giver; the adult may learn
from the child.
ILLUSION OF THB "HAPPY CHILDHOOD"
The misconceptions of the personality of the child are usually
accompanied by certain illusions which many parents have about
children. Such an illusion is the belief that the young child has no
feeling for serious or sad situations but lives always happily In a
fairy tale world. It is forgotten that the fairy tale world Is utot only
full of marvels but is also full of fears* The child is thought to be
happy because he does not worry about most of the things which
make life difficult for the adult. It m forgotten that the young child*
more serisitlve in body and soul than the adult* suffers from little
things which a grownup would disregard. Pain which would rrjean
little to the adult can be terrible for the child; an injustice which
the grownup would belittle can darken the life of the child. The
difference of size between adult and chHd also plays an important
role in the field of impressions and eaqpre$si0ns* Even if ire